
FINDING THE WORKS TO SPEAK 

MUSTARD SEED  

K A LO N A  M E N N O N I T E  C H U RC H   March 2012  

Volume XXI, Issue 3 

Special points of interest: 

We can be thankful 
that we have the 
Holy Spirit who can 
understand our 
groanings, silent 
struggles, sleepless 
nights, and many 
tears.   

It’s official; I received 
my Resident Mush-
room License last 
weekend.  

Some good things 
are happening in 
some of our church’s 
educational pro-
grams.   

I also need the Holy 
Spirit to put words in 
my mouth.  God’s 
words are the best 

What’s Happening 2 

Christian Education 
Commission 

3 

Library 3 

In Pursuit  4 

A Story In Pictures 5 

Tips for Strengthening 
Our Relationship with 
God 

6 

Our Vision/Mission  6 

Inside this issue: 

As preachers, we are always supposed to 
have something to say, no matter what 
situation we face.  Over the last few days 
as we all have walked through the diffi-
cult experience of losing two people, 
Mick and Julie, whom we deeply loved 
and appreciated, I found myself lost for 
words at times.  No words seemed to 
express what was really going on inside 
of me and around me.  I found myself 
thinking of the words in Romans 8:26, 
where it mentions, “The Spirit himself 
intercedes for us with groans that words 
cannot express.”  We can be thankful 
that we have the Holy Spirit who can un-
derstand our groanings, silent struggles, 
sleepless nights, and many tears.   

     In these moments of silent struggles, 
however, I am brought out of my silence 
as I look to God’s Word where we have, 
as Jesus said, words of eternal life.  
God’s Word gives me the words I can 
speak, even in the face of great loss and 
suffering.  As a believer in Christ, I can 
always speak of the power of the resur-
rection.  In deep sorrow, we as believers 
in Christ are promised life after death.  
Death is swallowed up in victory.  Just as 
Christ was raised from the dead, we too 
as believers will be raised with Christ.  As 
believers, death will eventually bring us 
all back together again in a place as 
Revelation says, “there will be no more 
crying and no more pain, behold, all 
things are new.”  Heaven is that place 

where someday we shall be reunited 
once again as the redeemed of Christ.  
This is a truth that we can and should 
speak about during times when we 
struggle to find words for our deep loss.  
These words will help us through this 
season of mourning.  These words will 
bring comfort and rest for our weary 
lives.  Knowing we as believers shall 
meet again gives us all the confidence 
and strength to, as Paul said, “…stand 
firm.  Let nothing move you…because 
you know that your labor in the Lord is 
not in vain.”   I Cor. 15:58 

     I would ask all of us to be people of 
deep faith, deep compassion towards 
one another, and deep supporters of the 
Murray family, Fiordelise family, and 
Gayle Garner.  May we hold them up in 
prayer each day.  May we hold each 
other up in our prayers, praying that in 
all things we would stand firm in our 
faith and in our mission to glorify God in 
life and in death.  I also want to thank 
you for all your prayers, support, and 
kindness that you have poured out to 
Mick and Julie’s family.  Mick’s ministry 
among us will continue to inspire us for 
decades to come.  We thank God for sev-
enteen faithful years of ministry that 
Mick gave within our congregation and 
our community.  It was truly a ministry 
of love, faithfulness, grace, and mercy to 
us all.  

Scott Swartzendruber  



WHAT’S HAPPENING  

MUSTARD SEED  Volume XXI, Issue 3 

Page 2 

The peonies are peeking thru the ground, the days are 
getting longer and basketball tournaments are on.  
Also look for Red-Winged Blackbirds—a sure sign of 
spring.  Now for the news. 

     Well, it’s official; I received my Resident Mushroom 
License last weekend.  However, any mushrooms 
taken illegally are subject to confiscation by the Issuing 
Officer.  The licensee is also required by law to reveal 
to the Issuing Officer the locations of all good and fair 
patches.  If you would also like an official license just 
contact the Issuing Officer – Brent J. Graber! 

     The JR-MYF went to a skating party at the Wellman 
Rink last weekend sponsored by IMS.  There was a 
good turnout and Joya Schrock won the limbo contest.  
They all seemed to have a good time. 

     Seventy-five KMCers turned out on February 1st for 
the “All Church Evening Sewing”  The men, women & 
children knotted comforters, rolled bandages and pre-
pared Valentine care packages for 24 KMC college stu-
dents.  This year we had a potluck and a lot of fun. 

     Friday, February 24th, the Wichita State University A 
Cappella and Concert Chorale performed “I Peter 3:15” 
at the annual meeting of Kansas Music Educator’s As-
sociation (KMEA) in Wichita, KS.  “I Peter 3:15” is the 
title of a composition that Nate Yoder, 2006 IMS alum 
with roots at KMC, was commissioned to write for the 
25th anniversary celebration of Hope Mennonite 
Church in Wichita where he has directed the choir the 
past four years.  Nate learned in mid December that 
the composition had won first place in the KMEA com-
position competition.  The judging criteria included 
musical content, creativity, knowledge of the medium 
(voices, instruments, ensemble) and the correct ap-
pearance of the manuscript.  The Bethel College Con-
cert Choir, under the direction William Eash, plans to 
perform this piece during their spring concert tour in-
cluding performances at IMS chapel on March 22nd and 
at West Union Mennonite Church that evening.  Nate 
is the son of Atlee & Carolyn Yoder. 

     Bernie Swartzendruber was at KMC recently for his 
Dad’s funeral.  He just wanted to thank the KMC family 
for all their support for his parents all these years that 
Stan and Edna were a part of our congregation. 

     Cal & Shirley Hochstedler spent a week at Bridge-

stone Bible Camp in Alabama along with 11 other Ka-
lona area people working on a 
“remodeling” crew.  The camp pro-
vides Bible & life skills training for 
orphans (ages 8-15) from the 
Ukraine.  The orphans spend 3-4 
weeks at the camp and then are 
sent back to the Ukraine.  Their 
chances of adoption here in Amer-
ica are enhanced; however, if they 
are never adopted they have a bet-

ter chance of making it on their own when they turn 
18.  Cal did the plumbing & Shirley helped with the 
cooking.  They had a great time with the crew.  You 
can learn more by looking up the camp on your com-
puter:  www.bridgesoffaith.com. 

     Troy Roth along with Shift B of the IC Fire Station on 
Washington Street was commended for his actions 
and care while extinguishing a house fire in Iowa City.  
The story came from an editorial in the IC Press Citi-
zen.  Good job, Troy.  The editorial is posted on the 
church bulletin board. 

     Ian McDowell was in Washington DC for one week 
attending the National Youth Leadership Forum on 
National Security.  Most of his time was spent at the 
FBI Academy.  Ask Ian for details! 

     What fun to see Reggie H’s name on the JW Foods 
marquee.  By the way, Reggie works there.  So con-

gratulations to Reggie Hostetler, Dillon Bender and 
Peyton Miller, who are all members of the IMS Boys 
Basketball Team going to The State Tournament.  In 
our time of sorrow, it certainly has been good to have 
something to cheer about. 

     Well, that’s it for this time.  See ya at the boys state 
basketball tournament in Des Moines. 



PLEASE check your bookshelf…..  The 

new book, Through My Eyes by Tim Tebow is miss-
ing from the Library….  Thanks for returning the 
book.   
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The Christian Education Commission 
would like to pass on some information to 
the congregation about some of the good 
things that are happening in some of our 
church’s educational programs.   

The children attending Children’s 
Church have been learning all 
about the book of Genesis.  There 
has been a consistent group of 12 
to 16 children that are enthusias-
tic about Jesus!  If you have a 
child from 3 years to 3rd grade 
they are welcome to try out Chil-
dren’s Church! 

The MYF has had 25-35 youth attend-
ing their Bible studies and activi-
ties.  Some of these youth have 
recently committed their lives to 
Jesus Christ, and all of them have 
been learning about what it 
means to live their lives for Him.  
May God bless them as they dis-
cern how to be faithful and reach 
out to others to share the Gospel. 

A couple of Sundays each month 

there are 20-30 2nd grade through 
8th grade students that are all 
learning God’s word and “hiding it 
in their heart” by memorizing 
verses as part of the Bible Mem-
ory program.  Almost all of the 
youth have learned every single 
verse in each lesson up to this 
point!  Several got to experience 
Crooked Creek Christian Camp by 
attending the November Bible 
Memory Camp, a large number of 
the campers were from KMC! 

We encourage you to find something to 
get involved in.  There are a lot of things 
to choose from (Sunday school, MYF, Jun-
ior MYF, Venture Club, Bible School, the 
library, Crooked Creek, Children’s Church, 
Bible Memory)  that you can either par-
ticipate in or support with your prayers.   
Nathaniel Miller, Christian Ed Chair 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
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Words, we all use them.  We speak them.  We hear 
them. We read them.  They are everywhere we go.  
They are positive, negative, interesting, boring, life-
changing, arrogant, humble, and the list goes on and on 
and on.   

     Reading is one of my favorite leisure activities.  It fas-
cinates me how a writer can take words and weave 
them into a story that can cause me to be so involved in 
it that I lose track of time.  Or that when I am not read-
ing the story my mind wanders and wonders what will 
happen next.   

     The last few days I have been thinking about words a 
lot.  I totally realize this is probably an unusual thing to 
do.  But words have really caught my attention.  Why 
can one person say something and no one listens to it, 
but then someone else comes along, says the exact 
same thing and everyone appears to sit up and listen?  
Why on one day a person can say something to me and 
it doesn’t bother me at all, but on another day the same 
person can say the exact same thing and it will really 
hurt me?  This is quite a puzzle. 

     Psalms 19:14 “May the words of my mouth and the 
meditations of my heart be pleasing to you, Lord, my 
rock and my redeemer” is a prayer I pray, but not nearly 
often enough.  Words can have too much impact for me 
to use them as carelessly as I do every day.  So how do I 
improve this?  How can I fill my words with God’s mes-
sage and have less that make no impact at all, or even 
worse, a negative impact? 

     A.W.Tozer tells a story about Dwight L. Moody in the 
book “Tozer:  Mystery of the Holy Spirit”.  Moody has 
been preaching for a while with minimal impact when a 
change comes in his life.  A woman speaks to him about 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Shortly after this he feels 
the Holy Spirit come upon his life.  Then Moody said, “I 
went from there preaching the same sermons with the 
same texts but oh, the difference now.”  The Spirit of 
God was working through D.L.Moody.  That made all the 
difference in the words he spoke. 

     Wow.  That really makes me think.  What does God 
want to do through the words that come out of my 
mouth?  Am I willing to let God use my words?  To be 
totally honest this scares me a bit.  What will God tell 
me to say?  I know it may not all be easy.  Look at Eze-
kiel, Isaiah, John the Baptist, Jeremiah, Peter, Paul . . . 

not everything they were called to say was easy.  But it 
was powerful and it was pleasing to God.  I must decide 
every time I open my mouth whether the words will be 
mine or God’s. 

     The Bible is my favorite book.  I couldn’t always say 
that.  The more I read it the more I realize how consis-
tent God is.  God always remains the same.  He loves us 
and wants the best for us.  Does He want the easy road 
for us?  No.  He wants the best road for us.  God’s Word 
(the most powerful words that exist) is the map down 
the best road.  But like Dwight L Moody, I need the Holy 
Spirit to help me navigate my way.  I also need the Holy 
Spirit to put words in my mouth.  God’s words are the 
best words.   

     However, keep in mind, the words of A.W. Tozer that 
really rocked my thoughts on God.  In the book men-
tioned above he said, “Always remember this:  God is 
always bigger than anything God can say, because 
words are inadequate to express God and what God can 
do.  Any promise God ever made, God must fulfill.  The 
reason being, God is so great, His heart so kind and His 
desire so intense and tremendous that language does 
not express it.  Not the Greek, not the English, no lan-
guage expresses God.  It cannot.  If language could con-
tain God then language would be equal to God.” 

     You see, I am a 
student of God’s 
Word.  And there is 
more power in 
God’s Word than I 
can grasp.  The Bi-
ble tells us this 
over and over.  I 
have only tapped 
into a tiny, minis-
cule part of the power God is offering me through His 
Word and I want desperately to tap into more and more 
and more of God’s power as I draw closer to what God 
intends for my life to be.  I now realize that God is far 
greater than the power in the Word (that I cannot come 
even close to understanding).  I am in awe of God.  How 
can I not pursue to know Him more and more.  Nothing 
else compares.   

As always, in pursuit,  Dawn Wyse 
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Our Vision is to be a life-giving church: Present-

ing the life-giving message of Jesus Christ as 

Lord and Savior to the people of the Kalona 

area and the world, challenging then to accept 

Christ, worship Him and serve Him.  

 

Our Mission is to fulfill the Great Commission: 

Leading people to Christ; discipling them in the 

faith; equipping them to witness; and sending 

them out to serve.  

P.O. Box 819 

902 6th St. 

Kalona, IA  52247 

Phone:  319-656-2736 

We are on the web: 

kalonamennonitechurch.com 

Editor:  Shirley Hochstedler 
Design & Layout:  Janice Hostetler 

 
Articles for the Mustard Seed may be submitted 
to Shirley Hochstedler at shirleyh@kctc.net or 

placed in the Mustard Seed  mailbox.  

K A L O N A  M E N N O N I T E  C H U R C H   

Tips for Strengthening Our Relationship  
With God  

When you find yourself 
doubting God and whether 

He is working in your life say 
aloud, “I believe that God is 
working.”  A statement of 

faith does wonders. 

 

Get plenty of sleep: things 
seem better and it’s easier to 

have faith (and you’re less 
susceptible to temptation) 

when you’re properly rested. 


